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and Mansfield was invited to open the series during
his visit. On November 2, he addressed a vast audience
in Orchestra Hall, on "The Art of Talking versus the Art
of Acting." This address he made the foundation of his
talk before the faculty and students of the University of
California a fortnight later. On the invitation of Provost
Harrison he addressed the faculty and student body of
the University of Pennsylvania on "Man and the Actor/'
while playing in Philadelphia the January following.
Certain points in these addresses were digested in the
article, "Man and the Actor," which appeared in the
Atlantic Monthly, May, 1906. In these talks he gave
expressions to characteristic views on his art, and to some
comments on life which are literally autobiographic, or
may easily be construed as such. He rarely spoke to or
wrote for the public that he did not refer to his life-long
desire to see in America a theatre independent of financial
considerations:

At this moment, it cannot be denied that the stage is
drifting somewhat hither and thither. Every breath of
air and every current of public opinion impels it first in
one direction and then in another. At one moment we
may be in the doldrums of the English society drama or
we are sluggishly rolling along in a heavy ground swell
propelled by a passing cat's paw of revivals of old melo-
dramas. Again we catch a very faint northerly breeze
from Ibsen or a southeaster from Maeterlinck and Haupt-
mann. Sometimes we set our sails to woo that ever-clear-
ing breeze of Shakespeare only to be forced out of our
course by a sputter of rain, an Irish mist, and a half squall
from George Bernard Shaw, but the greater part of the
time the ship of the stage is careering wildly under bare
poles with a man lashed to the helm (and let us hope that,
like Ulysses, he has cotton wool in his ears) before a
hurricane of comic opera!
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